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RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS
Sustainable Actions
	Metric	
	Description	

	Have an established green team or green office program
	· Best Practices:
· Prepare a statement to articulate why the program or team benefits the school; use this to recruit members from all grade levels/departments.
· Set goals for your team; ensure that the success rate will be measurable for each goal.
· Keep team members energized, motivated, and be sure to promote accomplishments. 
· Information on how to start and manage a Green Team: Green Team Guide​ 
· Benefit:
· ​Green teams can assist with implementing and monitoring initiatives that positively impact environmental and financial performance. Green teams can also be useful in terms of bringing the community together and creating team building/collaboration skills.


	Have a public commitment to sustainability or defined sustainability goals
	· ​Examples:
· Create a webpage to showcase your defined sustainability goals, commitments, and progress to the public.
· Have an Environmental Policy Statement available for the school community and public; here is a template policy statement
· Examples of organization's public sustainability commitments and goals:
· The Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden's Green Initiative ​
· Kroger's 2020 Sustainability Goals
· Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority's Environmental Policy
· Benefit:
· ​Showcases the green narrative of your school to environmentally conscious consumers. 


	Have a sustainability plan and/or
publish a sustainability report
	· Examples:
· For school sustainability, a strategy sets out the priorities. It provides an agreed framework for deploying resources, creating an impact, and communicating results.
· A Sustainability Action Plan Template
· Benefit:
· When done effectively, the process of developing a strategy can help to build buy-in among the school community, guide resources to high impact initiatives, drive performance towards set goals, and ensure that school strategy and sustainability efforts are aligned.

	Have a sustainability display
	· Examples:
· Create a display where the school community can learn about the school's sustainability goals and achievements. 
· Benefit:
· This is also a good place to teach and remind the community of actions they can take to improve sustainability.

	Include articles and newsletters about ways that families can be green at home
	· Does your school issue/publish a parent newsletter?  If so, include the school’s sustainability goals and achievements and give suggestions for ways to reinforce behaviors at home. 
· Example:
· Provide a guidance on how to pack a garbage free lunch.

	Obtain support from management for sustainability initiatives and/or goals
	· Example​:
· ​Ensure that leaders are knowledgeable and supportive of the goals that are set forth for the organization/school.
· Benefit:
· ​Having the leaders within your organization support the sustainability initiative, signals to the community that sustainability is important to the organization, motivating employees, students, and parents to support the initiative as well.


	Elicit input from students and employees about
sustainability priorities for the school
	· Example​:
· ​Ensure everyone is given opportunities to provide input on the sustainability plan and goals. 
· Ways to gather input: Send out a survey, put up poster boards students and employees can write down ideas for sustainability initiatives they’d like to see, have a brainstorming as part of a regularly scheduled meeting
· Benefit:
· ​Allowing the community to give input on the sustainability program gives everyone power to make a change. 

	
	

	Offer regular sustainability trainings for students and employees
	· Make certain that the community has a shared knowledge of sustainability efforts and understand the benefits for the school.
· Examples:
· ​Host speakers from organizations that offer sustainability education programs for schools. Local organizations include:
· Hamilton County R3Source
· Hamilton County Conservation District
· Have sustainability leaders in each grade that explain new initiatives and can answer questions.
· Benefit:
· ​Increasing the community’s awareness regarding sustainability, making sustainability goals easier to achieve.


	Incorporate sustainability into new school year, new student orientation, and employee orientation
	· Examples:​
· Include information about sustainability initiatives and expectations in new welcome packet​.
· Add information about the sustainability program in morning announcements.
· Benefit:
· Providing information and tools about the school’s sustainability programs and options at the time when the community is getting acquainted at the beginning of the school year can help encourage the adoption of environmentally and socially preferable habits, routines, and choices.


	Provide regular sustainability tips and updates to students and employees (via assemblies or morning/afternoon announcements)
	· Provide regular updates about new and ongoing initiatives and tips for how to be more sustainable both at school and home.
· Examples​:
· Post sustainability protocols on bulletin boards, including regular sustainability reminders in morning announcements, assemblies, newsletters, or posting updates on the school’s website.
· Benefit:
· ​Regular updates help to keep sustainability at the forefront of everyone’s minds and ties the community’s effort to actual results.


	Encourage sustainable behavior through education campaigns, incentives, awards, or contests 
	· Examples:
· Have students give a gold star to each classroom that recycles right.
· Give public awards to students who help students sort their recycling and waste in the cafeteria.

	Incorporate sustainability into job descriptions or performance reviews
	· Display a commitment to sustainable action in job descriptions or add a sustainability-related metric into an employee’s performance review.
· Example:
· ​Is there boilerplate language about your school that is always included in job postings? Can a sentence about being a school committed to sustainability be added, for example “Our school proudly recycles and is idle free as part of our ongoing sustainability efforts”.
· Benefits:
· Incorporating sustainable actions into performance reviews tie the school’s sustainability goals to personal actions, allow employees to take ownership of sustainability goals, and create a culture of sustainability.
· Putting a sustainability commitment into a job post also helps to attract new employees that are interested in sustainability and want to work for an environmentally conscious company. This differentiation will set you apart and create a competitive advantage.


	Provide environmental-related volunteer opportunities for students and employees
	· Set up environmental-related volunteer opportunities to attend or provide volunteer time-off.
· Benefit:
· Investing in opportunities for students and employees to volunteer can enhance school culture, increase happiness and productivity, improve perception, and contribute to professional development. 

	Commit to at least three new metrics for school achieve over the next three years
	· The chosen metrics can be from the checklist or separate goals.​
· Benefit:​
· Ensures that your company continues to further the sustainability program.
	

	Have a Wellness Team
	
· Alliance for a Healthier Generation school wellness committee resources and toolkit.
· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention school wellness policy resources.
· Schools in Hamilton county, can partner with a Population Health Specialist through the WeTHRIVE! Initiative (https://watchusthrive.org/schools/) 


	Allow more than 20 minutes for students to eat lunch 
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Making Time for School Lunch resources

	Allow time for students to play outside (recess)
	· According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, recess benefits students by:
· Increasing their level of physical activity.
· Improving their memory, attention, and concentration.
· Helping them stay on-task in the classroom.
· Reducing disruptive behavior in the classroom.
· Improving their social and emotional development (e.g., learning how to share and negotiate).

	Host litter clean-ups on or off school property to keep your campus and community clean and minimize trash polluting waterways  
	· Provide students and employees with gloves and a clear bag for recyclables and a non-transport bag for garbage to make it easy to put the litter that was collected in the correct dumpster.
· Make sure to tell students to ask for adult assistance with anything sharp (needles, broken glass, etc.)
· Take before and after pictures and publish on the school’s website.

	Conduct an outdoor spaces audit 
	Students can audit their school property for habitat.


	Use school grounds as an opportunity for learning with formal outdoor classrooms, informal gathering areas, and natural play areas 
	· According to Project Learning Tree, studies show that students are more engaged and enjoy subject materials more when they are taught outside.  Check out their Tips and Resources.

	Create outdoor air quality collectors and analyze the results 
	Students can make their own air pollution monitors and distribute them in various areas, inside and outside.

	Install learning gardens that offer opportunities for students to learn hands-on about pollinators, native vegetation, organic farming, composting, etc. 	Comment by Mohring, Cherrie: Abigail, see if you can find any examples of what other schools have done or any examples of how to accomplish this
	· Find a teacher, parent, or community volunteer with a green thumb to help you get started.  
· Here is a step-by-step guide to creating a school garden with examples
· The Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati is a great local resource to help teach students about gardening.
· The American Heart Association runs a “Teaching Gardens” program that offers resources and grants for school gardens.
· Local School Gardens: Rothenberg School Rooftop Garden,  Urban Learning Garden at Rockdale Academy




Waste Diversion
Recycling
	Metric	
	Description

	Recycle (circle all that apply): paper; cardboard; plastic bottles, jugs, cups, and tubs; aluminum cans; steel cans; glass bottles and jars; milk and juice cartons; scrap metal; ink/toner cartridges 
	· If your school has single stream recycling service, you can recycle paper; cardboard; plastic bottles, jugs, cups and tubs; aluminum and steel cans; glass bottles and jars, milk and juice cartons.
· Scrap metal (like the metal part of a broken desk or chair) can be taken to a metal recycler for some extra cash.
· Ink and toner cartridges can be collected and recycled as a fundraiser. 

	Have/place recycling collection containers in all classrooms 
	· For paper only, a cardboard box works well. If you allow beverages in the classroom, opt for a plastic bin. 
· Make sure to always pair recycling bins with garbage cans and provide good signage of what goes into each.

	Have/place recycling collection containers in school offices, library, and teacher’s lounge
	· For paper only, a cardboard box works well. If you allow beverages in these areas, opt for a plastic bin. 
· Make sure to always pair recycling bins with garbage cans and provide good signage of what goes into each.

	Have/place recycling collection containers in cafeteria 
	· Use large plastic bins for collecting recyclables in the cafeteria.
· Provide good signage of what can be recycled above the bin so students can read it when they are right next to it and be able to see the options from the end of a line of students sorting lunch waste
· Make sure to always pair recycling bins with garbage cans.


	Recycle at school events  
	· Borrow event recycling containers from Hamilton County R3Source for community events held on school grounds
· Make sure to always pair recycling bins with garbage cans.

	Keep all garbage, recycle, and/or compost bins are together and clearly labeled
	· Studies show that people are more likely to recycle when it is as easy and throwing items in the garbage. By pairing recycling bins with garbage cans, you make it easy and prevent the likelihood that people will throw garbage in the recycling bin.

	Perform waste audits (personal, classroom, cafeteria, or campus)
	· Waste audits are a great way to know what is in your waste stream and the data can be used for real-world math lessons on weight and volume and creating graphs and charts. Check out this easy to use toolkit. 
· You can also conduct a Food Waste Audit, using this EPA guide. Food waste audits can help cafeteria decision makers adjust menu items to better feed students.



	Have regular training with the students and employees that collect recycling 
	· Don’t assume just because someone has been recycling for a long time that they are an expert. Keep everyone up to date on what can and cannot be locally recycled.
· For up-to-date information, click here.

	Conduct visual audit of classroom garbage cans and recycling bins; grade classrooms on their efforts
	· Ask whoever is collection recyclables from classrooms to grade each classroom on how well they did of separating recyclables from garbage. 

	Make posters, videos, songs, etc. about recycling and waste reduction.
	· Engage the art, music, and creative writing teachers to help students promote recycling through art. 
· Recycled craft ideas,  blackout poetry using old books/papers,  writing prompts about recycling for kids
· 3 Rs song

	Educate students and staff on where their waste and recycling is taken (landfill and Material Recover Facility
	· Items placed in garbage dumpsters go to landfills where they are stored indefinitely, and items placed in recycling dumpsters go to Material Recovery Facilities (MRF) to be separated and shipped off to industries and made into new products.
· Consider taking your students on a field trip to learn more about landfills and material recovery facilities.
· Show these videos about Rumpke landfill and material recovery facility where most of their garbage and recycling is taken.



Reduce & Reuse
	Metric	
	Description

	Use reusable (circle all that apply): trays, silverware, plates/bowls, cups in the cafeteria 
	· If you don’t already have a dishwasher, you may need to write a grant to purchase one and initial purchase of tableware, but then you can use the savings from not needing to buy and landfill the disposables to pay someone to run the dishwasher.

	Install milk dispenser with reusable cups in cafeteria
	· King County Green Schools Program found that bulk milk dispensers reduce garbage and recycling costs, reduced milk waste by 10%-40%, reduced energy usage, and reduced custodian workload. 

	Install condiment dispensers in cafeteria (replace individual packets) 
	· Condiment dispensers help reduce waste of individual packets of ketchup, mustard, and mayonnaise, which are not recyclable.

	Install water bottle filling stations 
	· Water bottle filling stations help students develop a habit of using refillable water bottles instead of disposable. 
· The Ohio EPA has grants available for schools to purchase and install water bottle filling stations. For more information, contact Marie Barnett.

	Install air dryers in restrooms (replace paper dispensers). 
	· Air hand dryers are a great way to eliminate paper towel usage in the restrooms.  

	Facilitate a uniform exchange program.
	· A school uniform exchange is a great way to help families save money and keep textiles out of the landfill. Set up collection days for families to drop off gently used uniforms that no longer fit, have volunteers inspect and organize the clothes by size, and then have days for families to come and pick out new-to-them uniforms. Uniform exchanges can happen at the beginning of the school year, or seasonally.  

	Save paper by reducing margin size and printing double-sided
	· How to change margins in Microsoft Word
· How to change margins in Google Docs


	Allow students to submit assignments electronically
	· Allowing students to submit assignments electronically saves paper.
· Consider changing school supply requirements to reduce the amount of loose-leaf paper purchased by parents.

	Designate areas for paper that has a blank side to be reused
	· For example, provide a paper reuse box next to the recycling bin and garbage can for paper that has an unused side.

	Provide students with creative reuse opportunities such as recycled art projects or upcycled fashion shows
	· Give extra credit on an assignment if students reuse an item that could have been garbage for an assignment.
· Art teacher can assign a recycled material art assignment, or even better, use only collected litter for the project.
· Music teachers can have students make instruments out of items that could have ended up in the garbage.

	Have a policy, guidance document, and/or goal encouraging students and employees to use less paper
	· Have a policy, guidance document, or how to document with information on how to reduce paper usage that students and employees can easily reference.
· For more information and sample language visit Environmental Paper Network’s Model Paper Purchasing Policy.


	Have a plan to donate usable books, school supplies, equipment, and furniture
	· Reuse and recycle textbooks:   
· Textbook Warehouse buys and sells K-12 textbooks.   
· Hanna Paper Recycling located in West Chester. Email Ken Caddell or call 513-860-5060 ext. 405.  
· Recycling Express located in Florence, Kentucky. Email Laura O’Brien or call 859-801-2790.  
· Donate usable school supplies to Crayons to Computers.   
· Recycle crayons with Crazy Crayons.   
· Dried markers, pens, finished glue sticks, finished tape rolls can be dropped off at Cincinnati Reuse and Recycling Hub.  While you’re there, check out ZeroLandfill Cincinnati’s reuse resources for teachers.   


	Host events that aim for zero-waste
	· Borrow event recycling containers from Hamilton County R3Source for community events held on school grounds
· For ideas and more information see the Zero Waste event planning toolkit




	Install “These Come From Trees” stickers on paper towel holders to encourage students and staff to only use one paper towel or air dry their hands  
	· Email Cher Mohring or call 513-946-7737 to get enough stickers for your paper towel holders and then have an announcement letting students and staff know that they are there to remind everyone conserve paper towels to help save trees.

	Host “Waste Free Lunch” days by teaching students to pack lunch in reusable containers and water bottles.
	· Have a garbage free or plastic free lunch day.
· Send reminders home well in advance so parents can prepare at their next grocery shopping trip.
· Once families invest in reusable lunch packing containers, they tend to use them over and over.

	Use rechargeable batteries
	· Investing in rechargeable batteries and chargers not only saves money and energy in not needing to buy single use batteries, but also saves money, time, and energy in not needing to find a place to take them for recycling.



Purchasing
	Metric	
	Description

	Have a sustainable purchasing policy or recommendations
	· Examples and templates: ​
· Examples of sustainable purchasing policies: Lehigh University; a template policy
· For further tips about easing into green purchasing, visit NASPO's Green Purchasing Guide website


	Purchase from local vendors ﬁrst
	· Benefit: 
· Reduces emissions associated with transportation and supports the local economy​


	Require products with recycled content
	· Benefit: 
· Supporting the recycling market doesn't just mean recycling material, but also purchasing the products made from recycled content



	Purchase reusable or durable goods over disposable
	· Benefit: 
· Reduces the waste and cost associated with buying disposable goods​


	Requiring supplies, when possible, to be delivered with minimal/recycled packaging
	· Benefit: 
· Simply asking suppliers if they have green shipping options can help reduce unnecessary packaging waste​.


	Have a centralized office supply ordering system and/or buying in bulk when possible
	· Benefit: ​
· Having one person in charge of ordering supplies helps to consolidate multiple shipments into one and allows supplies to be ordered in bulk, reducing transportation emissions and packaging waste.




Organics
	Metric	
	Description

	Schedule recess before lunch (hungrier children are less likely to waste food)

	· Students are not in a hurry to finish lunch, so they have more time to play.
· Students are hungrier and thirstier after recess.
· Students are more interested in eating than socializing if they have recess before lunch.

	Provide a food share table
	· A food share table provides an opportunity for students to place unwanted food and drinks for other students to take. For more information, click here.

	Donate appropriate surplus food to a charitable organization.

	· At the end of the lunch period, put all food share table items in the refrigerator and then donate what was collected to a food pantry once a week.
· Find out what food is safe for donation in Hamilton County here​.


	Set up cafeteria as “offer versus serve” so students can choose foods they prefer; eliminate unpopular foods from menu so they are not wasted.

	· An “offer versus serve” cafeteria allows students to choose items they want to eat rather than being served items they may not want.  For more information, click here.

	Do not require students to take a milk at lunch

	· If you have an “offer versus verve” cafeteria, students are no longer required to take a milk. For more information, click here.

	Incorporate local or sustainable food into menus

	· Check with your buying cooperative (if you belong to one) as they may have items on the approved purchasing bid that are being sourced locally. The United Purchasing Cooperative of Ohio River Valley has many locally grown items on their approved buying guide.
· The Local Food Connection team at Creation Gardens/WCW does local sourcing on a variety of items with large delivery routes and some processing options.  
· Sourcing directly from farmers is the way to put the most money in the farmer's pocket and can be a great educational piece. If doing this, focus on items that grow well and in abundance in our area. Apples, Sweet Potatoes, and Winter Squash are great jumping points. 


	Composts (circle all that apply): on-site, through haul away service to commercial compost facility, yard and garden trimmings, raw fruit and vegetable scraps, coffee grounds, cooked food, meat, and dairy products.  

	· For more information on how to set up on-site or haul away composting, click here.

	Communicate food waste diversion successes and metrics to students and employees 

	· Put a white board in the cafeteria or include in morning announcements some of the following data:
· Keep a tally of how much food was put on a food share table instead of being thrown away.
· Count how many garbage bags are taken out of the cafeteria before and after starting a compost program.
· Weigh your compost buckets.

	Incorporate classroom lessons on reducing food waste

	· World Wildlife Foundation Be A Food Waste Warrior includes lessons on reduction food waste for K-12 students.



Transportation & Air Quality
	Metric	
	Description

	Provide secure bike racks, bike storage for students and employees
	· Examples:
· ​Ensure that all students and employees will have protected space to store their bikes.
· Benefit:
· Having bike racks increases parking capacity and reduces drop-off and pick-up lines


	Have an electric car charging station 

	· Provide preferred parking spaces for students and employees with electric vehicles.
· Install electric vehicle recharging stations 

	Have green vehicle and/or carpooling priority parking

	· Examples: 
· Provide preferred parking spaces for students and employees that carpool or have electric or hybrid vehicles.
· Offer prizes to the students and employees that carpool most often​​.
· 

	Promote safe and sustainable driving habits to students, parents, and employees 

	· Examples of sustainable driving: Not idling the car while in park, promoting car sharing, and keeping tires properly inflated.


	Encourage students to ride the bus to school

	· Benefits:​​
· Increases parking capacity
· Reduces transportation emissions
· Reduces drop-off and pick-up lines
· Go a step farther, and convert to low or zero-emission models with help from the EPA’s Clean School Bus Program.


	Complete a commuter survey to understand how students and employees get to school or have a commuter plan 

	· Example surveys:​
· Green Umbrella’s sample commuter survey
· Clean Air Partner’s employee commuter survey example
· ​Benefit:
· Provides feedback on how students and employees get to school, which can inform the best commuter benefits and incentives to offer students and employees. 


	Allow appropriate employees to telecommute or work a condensed schedule

	· Examples:
· Provide the option and necessary infrastructure for applicable employees to work from home​.
· Allow employees to work a traditional 35-40 hour workweek in less than five workdays. For example, a full-time employee could work four 10-hour days instead of five 8-hour days.
· Benefits:
· Employees spend less time commuting. 
· Employees working from home or a compressed work weeks may be more productive during the hours outside of the traditional workday, when fewer staff members are present.
· 

	Use teleconferencing or webinars instead of requiring meeting attendance 

	· Utilize conference calls and video conferencing like skype, zoom, or google hangouts instead of in-person meetings when possible.
· Benefit:
· Employees spend less time and resources commuting to meetings.


	Install “No Idling” signs on school property

	· Discourage parents from running vehicle engines during student drop-off and pick-up​​.
· Examples:​​​
· Launch an idle-free ​campaign at your school.
· The Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency provides free signage, brochures, support materials and guidance to assist with idle free campaigns.
· Benefits:​
· Reducing vehicle idling saves money, conserves natural resources, improves air quality, and reduces health effects associated with poor air quality​.


	Use non-toxic cleaners 
	· Examples:
· Have a policy to use non-toxic cleaners when possible​. 
· You can find cleaners by searching the EPA's Safer Choice search tool or look for cleaners that are ​Green Seal Certified.
· Improves air quality, less harmful for the environment, and reduced risk for student and employee health.


	Have office plants in areas commonly used by students and employees
	· Examples:​
· 40 Best Low-light Indoor Plants
· 10 Indoor Plants for a Healthier Office
· Benefits: 
· Indoor plants can improve air quality, reduce stress, and increase productivity.


	Have an air quality school plan for days with air quality alerts

	· An Air Quality Advisory is issued by the Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency the day before high ozone and/or high particulate matter levels are anticipated. During air quality advisories, having a plan to send out information and tips to students and employees can help lessen the impact everyday office behaviors have on air quality.
· ​Example ​Air Quality Alert Office Plan
· For more information or assistance writing an air quality plan, contact the Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency.


	Communicate transportation and air quality information to students and employees

	· Provide students, parents, and employees with regular updates about transportation opportunities and air quality information.
· Examples​:
· Post information on bulletin boards, survey students, parents, and employees, post tips in common spaces, include regular sustainability reminders in morning announcements and parent newsletters.
· Benefit:
· ​Regular updates help to keep efforts at the forefront of student, parent, and employees’ minds and ties effort to actual results.


	Host a ride your bike or walk to school day and/or offers walking/biking field trips.

	· Get the local police, parents, and teachers to help students navigate street crossings safely.
· Post signs around the week before the event so folks who drive the area are aware of the event.
· Encourage helmets by having a decorate your helmet contest.
· Check out the U.S Department of Transportation Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program.



water conservation
	Metric	
	Description

	Perform a water waste walkthrough on a scheduled basis or have a water audit
	· Example:
· Have a building manager inspect the school once or twice a year looking for any sign of leaks or continuously running water.
· EPA checklist for spotting water waste and encouraging people to report leaks.
· Greater Cincinnati Water Works tips for checking for leaks.
· Benefit:​​
· ​Helps to avoid the costs and damage associated with leaks and continuously running water.


	Track, understand, and review utility bills and water meter for any indications of leaks or other problems
	· Compile your water bills from at least the last 12 months. Compare readings to previous ones to spot trends or inconsistencies.
· Examples:
· General information on how to understand your water bill: U.S. EPA’s Understanding Your Water Bill
· Water bills​ can be tracked using a simple excel sheet or using a utility management software like U.S. EPA’s ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager® 
· Benefit:​
· Monitoring water use enables your school to understand water use patterns and identify potential inefficiencies. Monitoring is also essential to setting reduction targets in water use.


	Have a green roof

	· Examples:
· Vegetative plantings
· Solar thermal installation
· Solar PV racks
· Rain catchment system
· Cool roof barriers
· Benefits:
· Stormwater management
· Roof like extension
· Reduction of the “Heat Island Effect”
· Improved Air Quality

For more information, click here.

	Use native plants throughout grounds

	· Once established, native plants require less watering because they are adapted to the area.
· Ohio Department of Natural Resources Native Plant Guide
· Ohio State University Native Plant List
· Ohio Native Plant Suggestions


	Have a policy to purchase and use water-conserving products, like WaterSense approved products 

	· WaterSense labeled products are backed by independent, third–party certification and meet EPA’s specifications for water efficiency and performance. 
· Look for products that have the WaterSense label or use the WaterSense product search.
· Benefits:
· When you use these water–saving products in your school, you can expect a higher performance, and savings on your water bills.


	Have an ongoing system for students and employees to report leaks or inefficient irrigation 

	· Example:
· Put up signs in restrooms, kitchens, and other high-traffic areas where water is used to instruct students and employees to report leaks to maintenance staff for repair.
· Benefit:
· Ensures that leaks or running water don’t go unnoticed for long periods of time.​


	Have green infrastructure and/or use green irrigation systems 

	· While single-purpose gray stormwater infrastructure—conventional piped drainage and water treatment systems—is designed to move urban stormwater away from the built environment, green infrastructure reduces and treats stormwater at its source while delivering environmental, social, and economic benefits. 
· Examples:​​
· More information about specific types of green infrastructure can be found in an Introduction to Green Infrastructure​ including green roofs, permeable pavement, rain gardens and rainwater catchment systems.
· Benefits:​
· Collecting and using rainwater water reduces your workplace’s water consumption, reduces pressure on ​the sewer system, and reduces water purchasing costs.


	[bookmark: _Hlk110351935]Educate staff and students where the school’s water comes from

	· Greater Cincinnati Water Works “Water Quality Report” explains where drinking water comes from, how it’s cleaned and the health standards they meet. https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/water/water-quality-and-treatment/water-quality-reports/2021-water-quality-report-updated-march-2022/
· Understanding Your Drinking Water” from the Ohio EPA. Lots of great information about drinking water and links to additional resources. https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/drinking-and-ground-waters/about-ddagw/understanding-your-drinking-water
· Contact Gwen Z Roth, Education Specialist with Hamilton County Conservation District (gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org)


	[bookmark: _Hlk110351948]Educate students and staff about the school’s watershed

	· “What is a watershed?” video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_o-jK6vWIo
· “What Watershed do you live in?” video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=388RIqfgZFU&t=15s
· Video of Education Specialist Gwen Roth demonstrating the Enviroscape model https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGx5d250uX8&t=148s
· USEPA “How’s My Watershed?” Learn all about your specific watershed and possible impairments for aquatic life. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=388RIqfgZFU&t=15s
· USGS “Science in Your Watershed” This site gets very specific with LOTS of data, so may not be useful for younger grades. https://water.usgs.gov/wsc/map_index.html
· Contact Gwen Z Roth, Education Specialist with Hamilton County Conservation District (gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org)
· 

	Optimize your irrigation system to operate at night or early morning to minimize evaporation

	· By scheduling irrigation systems to operate at night you reduce evaporation before the water soaks into the ground and lessen the demand on water sources during the daytime hours.

	Practice organic gardening and landscaping using natural, non-polluting soil amendments and pest control products

	· Fertilizers and pest control products ultimately end up polluting our ground water and streams.
· Try using compost to improve the health of your garden soil.

	[bookmark: _Hlk110351964]Offer water quality education lessons and programs

	· Water Quality and Storm Water resources from Greater Cincinnati Water Works. https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/stormwater/teacher-resources/
· Lesson Plans and Teacher Resources from USEPA https://www.epa.gov/students/lesson-plans-teacher-guides-and-online-environmental-resources-educators-water
· Collection of local resources, videos and activities for water quality, soil, natural resources, etc. developed by the education specialists from southwest Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Districts. https://sites.google.com/view/swcd/home
· Contact Gwen Z Roth, Education Specialist with Hamilton County Conservation District (gwen.roth@hamilton-co.org)



	Communicate water conservation information and progress to students and employees

	· Provide school community with regular updates about water initiatives and progress. 
· Examples​:
· Post progress towards water goals on bulletin boards, post tips in public spaces, include regular sustainability. reminders during morning announcements and in newsletters, or post updates on the school’s website.
· Benefit:
· ​Regular updates help to keep water efforts at the forefront of student and employees’ minds and ties effort to actual results.


	Install a rain barrel to water garden and compost

	· By using rain barrels, you lessen the amount of rainwater runoff going directly into our streams and you eliminate chlorine in your garden and compost.
· Many schools involve their art classes to paint rain barrels as a student project. This is a good way to get kids excited about and involved in water conservation.



Energy conservation
	Metric	
	Description

	Track, understand, and review utility bills to identify any inconsistent high usage
	· Compile your energy bills from at least the last 12 months. Compare readings to previous ones to spot trends or inconsistencies.
· Examples:
· Information on reading your Duke Energy Bill.
· Energy bills​ can be tracked using a simple excel sheet or using a utility management software like U.S. EPA’s ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager®.
· Benefit:​
· Monitoring energy use enables your school to understand water use patterns and identify potential inefficiencies. Monitoring is also essential to setting reduction targets in energy use.


	Enable automatic “sleep mode” on computers and printers
	· Examples:
· Set office computers and printers to turn off display after five minutes of non-use and discourage the use of screen savers.
· A guide for how and why to put computers to sleep.
· Benefit: ​
· Sleep mode helps to conserve energy and save money on your energy bill.​


	Encourage students and employees to unplug electronics at the end of the workday or use smart plug surge protectors that can be turned off at the end of the day 

	· Examples:
· Encourage students and employees to turn off non-critical computers and printers at the end of the day.
· Unplug non-critical electronics at the end of the day. In addition to computers, this can include appliances like coffee pots and toasters. 
· Provide power strips in every office area so employees can easily shut down all their electronics at one time.
· A Sample Policy and Guidance Language for an Office Powering Down Policy (page 2).
· Benefits:
· Electronics use electricity even when they aren't in use; making sure they are turned off and/or unplugged helps to conserve energy and save money on your energy bill.​


	Have an energy audit performed or complete energy waste walkthroughs on a scheduled basis

	· Examples:
· Hire a company to perform an energy audit for your office space to inform recommendations for upgrades.
· Or complete an energy audit or energy waste walk through yourself:
· U.S. Department of Energy’s DIY Energy Audit 
· This is a great way to identify areas for continued student and employee education​ as it helps to show areas where energy is being unnecessarily used after hours.
· Benefits:
· Energy Audits identify operational and maintenance measures your school can implement to save energy and energy costs.


	Purchase and use energy-efficient products, like Energy Star appliances 

	· EnergyStar labeled products are backed by independent, third–party certification and meet EPA’s specifications for energy efficiency and performance. 
· Look for products that have the EnergyStar label or use the EnergyStar Product Finder.
· Benefits:
· When you use these energy–saving products in your school, you can expect a higher performance and savings on your energy bills.


	Close blinds and curtains after hours to keep solar heat out on hot days 
	· Example:
· Encourage teachers to close their classroom blinds when leaving for the day​.
· Benefit:
· ​Closing blinds keeps direct sunlight out of your building which reduces unwanted solar heat gain. Closing window blinds can also save energy in the winter by adding insulation to the windows, reducing heat loss.


	Have a programmable or smart thermostat set to reduce HVAC usage after hours 

	· Schools can save money on heating and cooling bills by simply resetting the thermostat for the end of the school day. This can be done automatically without sacrificing comfort by installing an automatic setback or programmable thermostats.
· Benefit:
· Buildings can save up to 3% for each degree the thermostat is raised in the summer and lowered in the winter.


	Have a policy to turn off lights after leaving a room or use occupancy sensors 

	· Examples:
· Encourage students and staff to turn off lights when exiting an otherwise empty room by posting signage near light switches.
· Have motion activated or occupancy sensors which turn lights on automatically when someone enters a room, and save energy by turning lights off soon after the last occupant has left the room.
· Benefits:​
· Reduces energy use and costs.


	Install LED or other energy efficient lighting
	· There are a number of low-cost lighting solutions a school can invest in to make lighting more efficient and save money in the long run.
· ​Examples:
· ENERGY STAR-qualified LEDs use only 20%–25% of the energy and last 15 to 25 times longer than the traditional incandescent bulbs they replace​.
· Replace incandescent lights in exit signs with LED fixtures. This can reduce costs of these signs by up to 95%.
· Benefits:​
· Energy efficient lighting is more cost effective than traditional bulbs as they use less energy and have a longer lifespan.

	Use dimmers or make use of natural lighting instead of artificial lighting 

	· Dimmer controls provide variable indoor lighting. When you dim lightbulbs, it reduces their wattage and output, which helps save energy. ​
· Dimmers are particularly effective in spaces with natural lighting. Numerous studies have shown that natural light improves worker satisfaction and productivity.
· Benefits:
· Dimmers can help save on energy costs by reducing lightbulb output and can help supplement areas with natural lighting.


	Encourage employees to use task lighting instead of lighting entire areas 

	· Because natural light needs to be supplemented with artificial light, allow employees to have desktop task lights that emit light in the same spectrum as natural daylight.​​
· Benefits:​
· Use of task lighting can significantly reduce overall lighting demands by allowing employees to aim the light where it is needed on their desk.


	Clean lighting ﬁxtures and lamps regularly
	· Have a schedule to wipe off fixtures, lightbulbs and lenses every few months to remove any buildup of dust.
· Benefit:
· Dust will often settle on light bulbs as well as around the fixtures, causing the bulb to emit less light.​ Cleaning them every few months will increase the brightness of your facility and save you money over time.


	Have on-site renewable energy or purchase a percentage of renewable energy 

	· Examples:
· Install alternative energy sources onsite such as solar panels.​
· Purchase renewable energy. For more information on green power purchasing visit:
· The U.S. EPA's Guide to Purchasing Green Power ​
· Duke Energy's GoGreen Ohio program for purchasing renewable energy
· Benefits:​​​
· Using green power helps to support renewable energy development, reduce the carbon footprint associated with your purchased electricity, and hedge against future electricity price increases and volatility.


	Encourage students and employees to dress appropriately for the weather and discourage the use of individual space heaters

	· Examples: ​
· Encourage students and employees to dress appropriately for the seasons and the comfort level of their work area.
· Discourage employees from keeping personal space heaters in their area and require approval for employees to have one.
· Benefits:​
· Encouraging students and employees to dress in layers reduces the likelihood of wasting energy to unnecessarily heat workspaces.
· Restricting the use of space heaters help to maximize energy efficiency, minimize costs, reduce emissions, and increase the safety of building inhabitants.


	Monitor classrooms to see if lights have been left on when not in use

	· This is a great project for green team students.

	Offer energy conservation and efficiency lessons and programs	Comment by Mohring, Cherrie: Abigail, see if you can find any lesson plans for this. A variety of age/grade appropriate lessons would be even better

	
· The US Energy Information Administration website has activities and info pages on energy conservation
· Lesson Plans/Resources:
· Any age – List of energy facts and ways to save 
· Grade 4 - Energy Conservation: Considering Sources, Cost, and Impact
· Grade 8 - Household energy conservation 
· Grade 7-12 – Energy consumption and efficiency
· High School – Fuel Economy
· Programs:
· ENERGY STAR Energy Efficient Student Toolkit
· National Energy Education Development Curriculum


	Educate students and staff on where their energy comes from

	
· Providing students with charts and facts like these from the Energy Information Administration:
Natural gas:
· 2/3 of Ohio households use natural gas for home heating
· Ohio is one of the nation's top 10 natural gas-consuming states
Coal:
· In 2020, the electric power sector used 85% of the coal consumed in Ohio (most of our electricity comes from coal!)
· Ohio is one of the top 10 coal-consuming states in the nation. 
· Ohio uses about six times more coal than it mines. 
· Cincinnati is one of the largest inland coal ports in the U.S.
Renewables:
· Renewable energy resources supplied about 4% of Ohio's total in-state electricity generation in 2021 (3/5 wind, 1/5 solar, 1/5 biomass and hydroelectric)


	Replace air filters and maintain HVAC equipment on a regular basis

	

	Communicate energy conservation information and progress to employees
	· Provide employees with regular updates about energy initiatives and progress. 
· Examples​:
· Post progress towards energy goals on bulletin boards, post tips in staff spaces, include regular sustainability reminders in staff meetings or newsletters, or post updates on the company intranet channel.
· Benefit:
· ​Regular updates helps to keep energy efforts at the forefront of employees’ minds and ties employees’ effort to actual results.
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